
   

 

Save these dates: 

Saturday, May 2 Agape 
Festival in Greenville 

Sunday, May 3 Mother 
Daughter Banquet. 

Sunday, May 10 Mother’s 
Day.  Guest speaker Ash-
ley Cookson. 

Thursday, May 21 Church 
Women United Luncheon 
at noon. 

Monday, May 25 Memo-
rial Day Church office 
closed. 
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 As I shared with the Session recently, I was saddened to learn at the beginning of 

Lent, that one of my “heroes” – Richard John Neuhaus – had passed away in Janu-

ary of this year.  I first saw and heard him when I was a student at Fuller Theologi-

cal Seminary from 1975 to 1979.  Neuhaus was, at that time a Lutheran pastor who 

had come to give a series of lectures sponsored each year by the seminary.  These 

many years later I would be kidding you if I said I could remember his specific sub-

ject matter.  But I will never forget his theological groundedness, his fierce intelli-

gence, and his exceptional ability to turn a lucid phrase. 

Some years later (in 1984, to be precise) he came out with a ground-shaking book 

entitled “The Naked Public Square: Religion and Democracy in America”.  If you 

can pick up a copy of it you will see that it still crackles with wit and a finely ar-

gued case for the moral necessity of religion in our public life.  He wrote, “The na-

ked public square is the result of political doctrine and practice that would exclude 

religion and religiously grounded values from the conduct of public business.  The 

doctrine is that America is a secular society.  It finds dogmatic expression in the 

ideology of secularism.  I will argue that the doctrine is demonstrably false and the 

dogma exceedingly dangerous.”  It was, in short, a protest against our nation’s in-

creasing tendency to quarantine religion away from the table when it comes time to 

make and discuss public policy.  (As though religious values are fine as long as you 

keep them to yourself.  As though public laws and policies kept free from the “taint” 

of moral reflection, are not in themselves expressions of a particular ideology – the 

ideology of a secular state.) 

That said, Neuhaus was neither a right-wing or left-wing reactionary.  He had, in 

fact, marched in Selma with Martin Luther King Jr. and co-founded Clery and La-

ity Concerned About Vietnam with Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel (another one of 

my heroes).  In short, he was an articulate, later Catholic, evangelical intellect, who 

contributed immensely to the political and moral dialogues of our time. 

In a remembrance written by Timothy George in the March 2009 issue of Christianity Today, he 

wrote, “Some years ago, Richard had a serious bout with cancer and nearly died.  Out of this 

experience, he wrote what may be his most enduring book, ‘As I Lay Dying’, a little master-

piece of great spiritual power.   ‘We are born to die’, he wrote ‘Not that death is the purpose of 

our being born, but we are born towards death, and in each of our lives the work of dying is al-

ready underway.  The work of dying well is, in largest part, the work of living well’”. 
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(continued from Page 1) 

I have been thinking about that quote over the last few weeks as we have made our way through the 

season of Lent with our eyes on the cross, and beyond it, Easter morning.  It might initially seem morbid 

to get so preoccupied with death or dying.  But it seems to me that one of the reasons Neuhaus lived well 

was because the proximity of death had re-framed and informed the way he looked at life.  When we get 

acquainted with our mortality at an earlier age, we are, perhaps given a gift that protects us from major-

ing in the minors, from frittering our lives away with matters of little consequence. 

And just so, perhaps the gift of this long and sobering season of Lent, is that it begins each year by re-

minding us “that we are dust, and to dust we shall return”.  The ashes traced on our forehead with ex-

quisite tenderness forge an indelible impression on our hearts; life is not to be wasted or lived inconse-

quentially.  It was Socrates who said that the single greatest tragedy was the “unconsidered life”; a life 

we amble through walking backwards, never seeing where we are going, until we fall with rude aston-

ishment into a waiting grave. 

The gift of this season then is that it won’t let us sneak through our life without thinking the long 

thoughts of eternity.  But because there is no way through it that doesn’t bring us to an empty tomb, the 

future God has for us can only be festooned with hope.  Woody Allen once said, “Most of the time I’m not 

having much fun.  The rest of the time I’m not having any fun at all.”  I hope that doesn’t describe our 

life.  If we have been paying attention we know why not to give in to despair.  Easter is coming.  And 

coming for all of us.  

                         ~ Pastor Brent ~   

Women’s Retreat 

Ladies, mark your calendar now for the November 

6-7 retreat at the Chiara Center.  The theme for 

this year’s retreat is “Being Molded by the Potter.”  

Flyers will be coming out by mid-April.  Be sure to 

tell your friends about this event. 

So You Won’t Miss Out 

Pick up is available anytime a 

program, worship service, or 

potluck is “happening”.  Con-

gregational Life would like 

everyone to know you do not 

need to miss out on any activity that is sponsored 

by the church.  Anytime you need a ride to get 

here call the church office.  Transportation ar-

rangements will be made.  Don’t consider yourself 

out of the loop because you don’t have a way here.  

There is always room for one more (maybe even 

two).   
 

February Income and Expenses 
  

Revenues: February 2009   $37,233.73  

Expenses: February 2009    $40,245.03 

Net Loss                             $ (3,011.30) 

Women’s Fellowship 

Women please join us on Tuesday, April 7, at 6:30 

PM in Fellowship Hall for Women’s Fellowship.  

Joni Garfat will lead lesson 22 from “Putting On a 

Gentle & Quiet Spirit” by Elizabeth George.  

Janet Kayma will give the opening devotion, Lucy 

Collebrusco and Gerry Clanton will provide the 

refreshments, with plenty of time for great fellow-

ship!   

Jan Suttie 
 

The “1” Group 

YEA!!!!!  Spring is coming!!  Now there is no ex-

cuse to stay home and not come out to the gather-

ings of the “1” Group.  Anyone who is on their 

own and would like company is welcome to join 

in.  This month we will meet on Tuesday, 14th, at 

5:30 p.m. We’ll gather at the Truck Stop on East 

Sangamon.  Please RSVP if you will be attending, 

so we have table space reserved.   If you need a 

ride, please give Pat or Sandi a call, 528-0457.  

Grab a friend and come on out!! 

We really do have a good time and know you will 

too. 
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Deacons Notes 

In April, the Community Outreach program will do-

nate $200 to First Presbyterian 's Food Pantry.  

First Presbyterian Church will also receive the con-

gregation's donations on Communion Sunday, April 

19th. 

A committee has been established to meet and re-

view the format of the All Church Social.  We will 

discuss their proposal at the next Deacon's meeting 

and will share the information 

as soon as it is finalized. 

We are initiating a "Feed the 

Hungry/Meals into the Commu-

nity" mission.  To assist our 

community during the current 

economic times, we will be plan-

ning, shopping, preparing, delivering and serving 

meals on a monthly basis to several shelters that are 

currently being utilized by the homeless in Spring-

field.  The Board of Deacons has formed four groups 

that will be responsible for the meals on a monthly 

rotation.  In March, we will be providing the entree 

for the Springfield Overflow Shelter (SOS).  This 

shelter has a capacity of seventy (70) individuals 

and is only available from November through April 

of each year.  In April, we will begin to provide the 

entire meal for Helping Hands on the first (1st) 

Thursday of each month.  There are approximately 

thirty-five (35) adults served by this agency; the di-

rector of this agency has requested that we provide 

meals for seventy (70) since most residents only re-

ceive one meal on a daily basis. 

On February 26th, Elaine Crowell, Carole Holladay 

and I assisted Barbara Olson and Rita Anderson, 

two active members of First Presbyterian Church, 

by providing homemade cookies and serving the 

meal at the SOS.  Fifty-five (55) adults were served 

that evening and were very appreciative of the meal 

(chicken stew, cheese sandwiches, bananas, 

Clementine oranges, sugar cookies and chocolate 

chip cookies).  We received multiple Thank Yous 

from these men and women.  They were very grate-

ful for that evening's meal and were able to save ex-

tra cookies and fruit for later that evening or the 

next day. 

How Blessed and fortunate we are. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Goin 

Women’s Conference 

The annual women’s confer-

ence held at Lincoln Christian 

College is coming up on 

Wednesday, April 29.  The 

theme this year is “Heaven:  

Crossing the Threshold.”  Three gifted speakers 

will be bringing topics of challenge and inspira-

tion.   

• Ellie Lofaro, founder of Heart, Mind & 

Soul Ministries, has appeared on Focus 

on the Family, Life Today, the 700 Club 

and has been a guest on Moody, Salem, 

and LeSEA Broadcasting networks, and 

authored a number of books. 

· Meloday Rossi, a master communicator 

and author of May I Walk you Home?. In 

addition to her speaking gift, she has 

sung at the Vatican, the Crystal Cathe-

dral, and the Kennedy Center, inner city 

barrios, youth prisons, and hospitals.  She 

is a powerful voice for hope and healing. 

• Dinelle Frankland, author of What the 

Bible Says about Worship: His Story, Our 

Response, is a Professor of Worship at 

Lincoln Christian Seminary, a scholar of 

the Word, and a wonderful public 

speaker. 

At noon, “Heaven”, an interactive large-screen 

musical and dramatic Gather presentation will 

be shown.  This is something everyone will want 

to view. 

The special offering this year will help fund Lin-

coln’s i8Serve Program, designed to provide cam-

pus employment for the students.  They hope to 

raise $20,000 from the offering.  Each year, it is 

wonderful to see the women rise to the need and 

meet the goal. 

The cost for the day is $30 which includes your 

lunch.  If you are interested in attending, please 

turn in your reservations and money to Sandi by 

Sunday, April 19th.  Any registrations after that 

date will be $35.  There are no refunds. 

Thank you 

The Birthday flowers are lovely.                                 

Thanks a heap.                                                                                      

  Ann Simpson 
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School Volunteering 

One of the most rewarding things I have ever done is going on right now in my life.  Help-

ing “so called slow kids” try and catch up and stay in school beyond the normal age to quit 

school.  I only hope the Lord will enable me to get thru to them to continue in spite of it 

being very hard for them to continue.  Why should I care or why should anyone care is 

beyond me—but I do—because I care and feel you should too.  Helping children “shine” is 

one way we all can aid others.  I only help out 2 to 3 hours a week, but like doing this 

every week and feel you might too.  My granddaughter goes to the same school where I go 

and she knows I’m there.  It means a lot.  Try it out and reap the harvest also!!!       Bob Hubbard 

ATTENTION ALL MARRIED COUPLES 
 

Whether you are newly-married or have shared a long 

journey of life together with your beloved spouse, we 

would like to invite you to a 24-hour get-away at the 

lovely Chiara Center in east Springfield on May 22nd & 

23rd (Friday evening and all-day Saturday).  In this ab-

solutely beautiful setting, you will have a spacious 

room to yourselves in the center’s new accommodations 

facility; a wonderful Saturday morning breakfast; and 

more snacks than we have a right to consume in a 24-

hour period.   
 

The focus of our time together will be kicked-off by a 

viewing of the popular current film “Fireproof.”  Along 

with being a compelling story, it is designed to equip 

couples, new and old, with strategies for strengthening 

their marriage and communications.  Designed into 

these days will be ample time for couples to reflect on 

the implications of this retreat for their personal rela-

tionship.  The cost is $110 per couple for lodging and 

food.  If you would like to attend, but feel prohibited by 

financial concerns, please let Sandi or Brent know and 

we will look for ways to help you get there.  Registra-

tion forms are available in the church office.  Deadline: 

Wednesday, May 13. 

Work day 

Yep, it’s that time of year again.  You know the time 

we have all been waiting for?  Time to get out the yard 

rakes, shovels, axes, and hammers.  The winter 

weather has not been kind to the grounds at Third 

Church.  Many hands are needed on  Saturday, April 4 

from 8 AM until noon.  With Palm Sunday, Passion 

Week and the celebration of Easter we want our 

grounds to be clean, green and inviting for all of our 

visitors, friends and family.  Join us if you can, to help 

with the housekeeping details.  Whether you like 

cleaning indoors or out there is a place for you at this 

semi-annual event. Y’all come now, hear? 

Thank you 

To the Minister, Staff & Congregation: 

Thank you all for your prayers over the last 

year as I dealt with treatments for cancer.  I 

have been given the gift of remission and hope 

that it will remain that way.  I am sure that 

your prayers and those from my family & 

friends were a huge contribution to this!! 

God Bless, 

Debbie McKinley 
 

Easter Lilies and Spring Flowers 

Anyone that would like to bring an Easter me-

morial flower, (Easter Lily, Tulips, Iris, Hya-

cinths, etc.) may do so the week of April 6 

through 11.  The later in the week the better.  

Flowers will be placed in the sanctuary on 

Saturday, April 11. 

Thank You 

The Stewardship Committee wish to thank all 

members who have already given their contri-

bution for our “per capita” which is $26.00 per 

member.  Every three months the church 

must make a payment toward the annual “per 

capita” assessment for each of our 360 mem-

bers on our active roll.  If the funds for the as-

sessment are not received from members then 

it must be paid from the general operating 

budget. 

A special envelope for “per capita” came in 

January with your first set of contribution en-

velopes.  Please provide the funding for this 

budgeted item by mail or in the offering plate. 

(You may mark a pew envelope as “per capita” 

if needed). 

We appreciate your giving to continue sup-

porting our church budget.    
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Presbyterian Women  

Ladies, come join us on Tuesday 

morning, April 7 at 9:30 A.M.  

Note: this is a change from the 

program in your book.  It is not  

necessary to bring a sack lunch.  

The program will end at the 

usual time.  Lucille Duley will 

give devotions and Betty Howard 

is the hostess.  Bring coffee, 

creamer, sugar, sweetener for 

Mission. 
  

Prayer Shawl Group 

We’re keeping busy as usual, 

knitting, crocheting, and talking!!  

If you walk in the door on any 

given Tuesday, you can’t miss us 

because of the talking and laugh-

ing. We do have a great time and 

would love to have you join us.  

Just pick up your needles & yarn 

and come on in.  We also knit or 

crochet “chemo” caps, which are 

so easy to do, and helps use up 

leftover yarn from bigger projects. 

Speaking of yarn, if you happen 

to need any, we have a supply 

downstairs. Also, if you know 

someone who would enjoy receiv-

ing a shawl, lap blanket or a cap, 

please let Sandi know and we’ll 

put their name on the list.  This 

person doesn’t have to be a mem-

ber of Third – it can be a relative, 

friend or a co-worker. 

Music Notes: 

 

• All youth choirs rehearse 

at noon and are done by 

1:30 p.m.   

• Adult Bell Choir (Silver 

Ringers) rehearse every 

Thursday evening at 5:30 

in the Sanctuary. 

• Chancel Choir follows at 

6:30. 

Eagle’s Nest (Love Packages) 

An update from the Director of 

Eagles Nest in Butler, IL: 

• 2,000,525 pounds of mate-

rials sent out in 2008!!!! 

• So far in 2009, 100 tons 

has been sent 

The materials we donate from the 

church such as used curriculum, 

and individuals such as Christian 

magazines, books, etc., is very im-

portant to this ministry.  Thank 

you for continuing your support. 

HIGH SCHOOL MISSION 
PROJECT 

 Just a reminder that the 

High School Mission Project that 

began last year is ongoing. 

 The congregation has been 

very supportive of this project so 

please don't stop bringing in your 

donations on the first Sunday of 

every month. 

 Ms. Stapleton, our contact 

with the school, has indicated 

that currently the  items needed 

most are bodywash, soap and 

solid black and white T-shirts 

from sizes small to 1X. 

 Thanks to all for your con-

tinued support of this worthwhile 

mission project. 

PEP Club Capers 

The PEP club met Monday, 

March 16 at 11:30 A.M.  Mem-

bers were served 

an Irish meal of 

shepherds pie, 

lime Jello with 

pears, and a 

yummy mint chocolate dessert 

made by Betty Howard.  During 

the lunch we were entertained 

by the Irish couple, Jeff and Ka-

ree McPrince singing some of 

our favorite Irish tunes.  To 

keep with the theme the John 

Wayne movie, “The Quiet Man” 

was shown. Some enjoyed the 

scenery, some enjoyed the act-

ing, some enjoyed a nap.  Every-

one enjoyed the afternoon.   

The next PEP meeting will be 

held Monday, April 20 at 11:30 

A.M.  Bring a sack lunch and 

come prepared for anything.  

 

Don’t judge each day by the 
harvest you reap, but by the 
seeds you plant. 

  Robert Louis Stevenson 

       Cookies—   Thank you  ACTS 

Class for providing cookies in 

March to Presbyterian Home.  

The Elders are asked to provide 

cookies on April 19.  

Sympathies to the 
families of Mary E. 
Bell, Thelma Smith, 
Margaret Fitch. 

Special Prayer For:                                                                    
Barb Bailey                              
Shirley Blackburn                       
Becky Blankenship                                                            
Michelle Davidson                                                                                            
Courtney Dodson                                               

Jacob Fickas                              
Colson Fiore                          
Marnie Garrison                                                                                                                    
John Green                                  
Faye Grigsby                        
Diane Hamblin                                                                                           
Lucia Handshy                                                                     
Al & Marj Hood                 
Carol Hood                           
Seth Hood                         

Sharon Howe                                                                                                                     
Delores Hughes                                             
Lila Keiser                                  
Kelly                                             
Linda Koslofski                            
Judy Kohlrus                         
Arley Koschuck                                                                                                             
Mae Marie Koster                                                                                                                
Elizabeth Lowe                                                                                                                  
Pauline Maton                                                                               

Bessie McConnaughay                 
Carol Mitchell                     
Susan Mudd                          
Linda Overby                                                                                                                    
Kelly Rae                             
Corrine Rice                         
Jake Richards                                                     
Lena Smith                                                                                  
Jim Sutherland                                                        
Don & Lillian West                                                                                                              
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With Easter just around the corner, we want to make sure you have our Holy 

Week schedule of worship before you. 

Sunday, April 5    Palm Sunday Worship - 9:15 A.M. Worship 10:45 

Sunday School 

Thursday, April 9  Maundy Thursday Worship/Communion Service at 

7:00 P.M. 

Friday, April 10   Good Friday Service at 5:30 P.M. 

Sunday, April 12  Easter Sunday Service at 9:15 A.M. 

 (in which we will welcome our new members!) 

 


